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Help Desk: 800.432.7965

Rush Center Office

Ellis Office

Connection

103 Lincoln St. • Rush Center, KS 67575
101 W. 9th • Ellis, KS 67637
800.432.7965 • 785.372.4236
800.966.5183 • 785.726.3200
Hours: 8:00am - 5:00pm | Mon-Fri
Hours: 8:00am - 5:00pm | Mon-Wed-Fri
Closed for lunch 12:30pm-1:30pm

Ness City Office
114 W. Main
Ness City, KS 67560
800.966.5186
785.798.3100
Hours:
8:00am - 5:00pm
Mon-Fri

Larned Office

122 W. 5th
Larned, KS 67550
800.432.7965 • 620.910.7676
Hours:
8:30am - 11:30am &
Noon - 5:00pm
Mon-Fri

St. John Office

PO Box 86 • 602 N US Hwy 281
St. John, KS 67576
620.377.5555 • 620.377.5556
Hours:
11:00am - 5:00pm
Mon-Fri

Laurie Josefiak - 2020-2021 GBT Directory Winner

Welcome to the GBT Team

GBT is happy to welcome Justin Burrell as
a Central Office Transmission Technician
in our Rush Center Office! Justin grew
up in Ness City, graduating in 2001,
and attended NCKTech in Goodland,
completing his Telecom degree at Colby
Community College. He has worked in
the Telecommunications Industry for 18
years, with the last 10 years in Mississippi.
Justin was excited at the opportunity
to move back to the GBT area, and he
enjoys fishing and hunting in his spare
time. Welcome to the GBT Team, Justin!

A Monthly Newsletter for the GBT Communities and Patrons

Stop Robocalls &
Telemarkerters

Robocalls and Telemarketers are
reaching epidemic proportions
despite the Do Not Call List!
These annoyance calls add
even more vulnerability to your
wirelines. Terminating Call
Management is smart enough
to allow local calls and wireless
calls to complete without blocking
them. On the other hand, when
telemarketers do call, they hear
the announcement, “The number
you have reached does not accept
calls from Telemarketers. If you are
a Telemarketer, please add this
number to your Do Not Call list and
hang up now. Otherwise, please
press ‘1’ or stay on the line.”
Regular long-distance callers will
hear the announcement the first
time they call, and then the service
‘learns’ that they are an accepted
caller.
This service is available to any
customer that has GBT Landline
Telephone Service for just $3 per
month. If you are interested in this
service, please give our office a
call to get set up today.

Follow Us
on Social Media
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GBT Hunting
Football Hunting
Mary Steitz - LaCrosse
September’s Newsletter had a total
of 19 black Footballs! Mary won
a $10 bill credit from GBT just for
playing!
Count this
one too!

It’s time to count... throughout this
issue of the Connection there are
many Black Ghosts. Can you count
them? When you find them all,
e-mail us by the 10th of the month
at marketing@gbtlive.com with the
total number of Black Ghosts, and
you will be entered into a drawing
to win a $10 bill credit on your next
GBT bill!

October is CO-OP Month
CO-OPS Commit to COMMUNITY

It’s National Cooperative Month, and GBT is proud to be
one of over 29,000 cooperatives in the United States!
Did you know that 1 in 3 Americans are members of a
cooperative, ranging from agriculture, credit unions, utility,
healthcare, insurance, housing, and childcare, to name a
few?
GBT was established as a cooperative from Day 1 of its
incorporation on January 2nd, 1953 and continues to
operate as a cooperative to this very day. Every year
GBT holds an annual meeting in the Spring to update
our patrons on the health and future of the cooperative.
District elections are held at these meetings to determine
who represents each of our 7 districts. Today, our Board of
Directors are James Jecha, Clyde Sutton, Cinda Flax, Ron
Gruber, Brian Hammeke, Gene Knieling, and Philip Martin.
What does being a member of the GBT cooperative do for
you? It makes you a member-owner of GBT! When GBT
is successful and profitable, these profits are allocated to
our member-owners in the form of capital credits. By being
a member-owner, it also means you are doing business
with a company that makes decisions based on the
betterment of the cooperative. Decisions are not made to
try to inflate value in stock, such as large, publicly-traded
companies; but instead are done to make the best impact
on our area where we live at the most affordable rates
possible.
When you are a customer of GBT, you essentially are
helping the local economy, as that money stays local and
is re-distributed to you through capital credits, donations,
local involvement, positive economic impact, and people
that know and care about you.
From all of us at GBT, we say THANK YOU for being
a part of the GBT cooperative! Thanks, too, for all
your patronage and for trusting us to not just be your
communications provider, but a partner bringing the best
user experience to our customers through reliable, stateof-the-art communication services in Central and Western
Kansas.
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Retransmission Negotiations

Grandma’s Easy
Microwave Fudge

Rising cable prices are frustrating for GBT and our
customers. Our goal is to keep the programs you
enjoy on the air, and the costs of those programs
as low as possible, but there are factors beyond our
control which impact costs. In the last several years,
every TV rate increase GBT has made is because of
increased programming fees by the broadcasters.

Submitted by: Addison Flax - Ness City

Ingredients:

3 ½ cup powdered sugar
½ cup cocoa
¼ teaspoon salt
6 tablespoons butter or margarine
4 tablespoons milk
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
1 cup of your favorite chopped nuts or candy
(optional)

This fall, we will be negotiating fees with corporate
broadcasters for the rights to carry broadcast
signals from ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC. We strive
to reach fair agreements that allow access to the
TV programs you have come to love and expect
to watch – with the goal of reducing the threat of
blackouts or unreasonable monthly fees.

Directions:

Combine all ingredients except the nuts in a
microwave safe bowl. Microwave on high until all
ingredients are melted and smooth. Remove and stir
periodically. When the mixture is smooth, remove
from microwave and stir in nuts. Spread into a 9x5
pan and allow to cool before cutting it into bite-sized
pieces.

This is a challenge, though, as broadcast TV fees
are now a major source of income for corporate
broadcasters. They are not members of our
community, so they are not negatively impacted by
the outcomes of these negotiations as we all are.
Negotiations often result in a “take it or leave it” offer
that give us little leverage in the overall outcome.
While it is too early to know how these negotiations
will turn out, GBT wants to make it clear that we are
focused on making sure our customers can watch
local news, enjoy family night in front of the TV, and
cheer on your favorite sports teams.
We know you have many choices for TV and
video viewing, and we share your desire for the
lowest price for quality TV programming. For more
information on network retransmission channel
negotiations, check out www.tvonmyside.com.

If you
a
recipe
w o u l d
s h a r e
featured in an upcoming newsletter,
marketing@gbtlive.com.

If you have questions or comments about
this newsletter or any of our services,
please email us at marketing@gbtlive.com
Kelly Baalmann, Editor
Kyle Bahr, Editor
Kara Jecha, Editor
Addison Flax, Graphic Design
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